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Tax reform is the paramount issue
Jti Virginia. The press ;iii<1 the people
bear unanimous testimony to the fiiet.
.In singling out this issue as that In
most urgent need of solution now. the
directors of the Richmond Chamber of
Commerce recognize a condition ivliii h
legislative inaction and indifference has
so aggravated that it reinedx must be

applieil and applied at once, out pres¬
ent tax :\stem menaces the rights ami
t) .. property of hotli individuals ami
11. poi nt ions. it has reared a formid¬
able obstacle across the path of social,
indnst nil and coimnorcial progress.
The vigorous enforcement of the lav
1; w s lies brought the defects of the

system itilo the fullest public notice:
the investigations of grand juries have
revealed a widespread condlton both

evasion ol taxes ami of undernssess-
7»iont of taxable property, as well as

of tinjust taxation.
To I he directors of the Chamber of

. '.tumeric I ho entire State is indebted
for their farsighted and wise course

fij voting to cal' a State tax confer-
erne, to he held in Richmond within
tho ni'vi few months, to he composed
of delegates front every business or¬

ganization in Virginia; its purpose be¬
ing to draft a tax reform measure em¬

bodying tlo* demands of the business
Interests of !l St.It A tentative out-

line of proposed ia\ reforms is to be

presented at the meeting bv a com¬

mittee of the chamber
The benefit to he derived by business

front an equitable reconstruction of
oiti tax system is immense; there is an

equally heavy burden to be lifted.
Thomas 1!. McAdatns. ex president of
the State Rankers' Association. *le-
clareii at lite meeting of the directors
of the Chamber of Commerce that re¬

cent tax investigation and enforce¬
ment of the present tax laws has
caused the withdrawal of more than
$-.000,000 front Richmond banks, mm It
of it never to be redeposilcd. If the
agitation had been lojtger and more

intense, it is Ins opinion that many
banks in the State would have been
forced out of business. President O.
I'. I'unsten, of lite ileal Mstate Kx-
cltange, doelared on the sumo occa¬

sion that our system of double taxa¬
tion of mortgages is working' against
the homchuilder as well as outside
capital seeking investment in Virginia.
The special grand jury of the Hustings
Court of Kiehmoml found that the
strict enforcement of the laws relat¬
ing to "capital in business" would prae-
tieailv ruin a great proportion of busi¬
ness throughout the State. The pres¬
ent tax on money on deposit prevents
poor people from saving and safe¬
guarding their earnings whivh, when
banked, eventually return into com¬

mercial channels. The tax works
against that conditoii ot thrift which
is so helpful in business It is obvious
that the people as well as the busi¬
ness interests themselves would bene-
' i greatly if the reforms desired by
business could be secured.
The solo suggestion which The

Times -1 >ispa tch makes to the Chamber
. .f Coinmet>*v 'at this time is thai it
widen the"' scOpe of the membership of
the proposed conference so as to. in¬

clude oflicial representatives of the va¬
rious cities and counties in the State
Wlty not call upon the mayors of the
cities and the boards of supervisors
>; the counties to send delegates to
the convention" Why not extend the
] Ivilego of membership to representa¬
tives of all classes? Wh\ not make an

..special effort to g..-t the views <if the
t agricultural population of the

State Let all classes of taxpayers and
pi opei t> holders have an equal voice

discussing an iss ue which i- uni¬
versal in its application
The value of stn h a tax conference

would he two-fold (a> It would in-
forin public sentiment ibt it would
. vstalli/e into expression representa¬
tive opinion that would V,; 'o great
weight w. t h ;I,C men. .if the next
Cietteral Assembly in their attitude to-
v. aril lux reform legislation l.et a

great representative body of citizens
meet and f» rmula t »¦ their demands, ask-
::tr !<.!. spe. ihe remedies, so that there
at! be no . \eti:-e for inaction on the

I nf th"; :ii' snape the laws ot.l;
III rough whir': reform can be, se-
uied 'i .¦ «'m i: l>ei ot Commerce lias

1'Ut into ').,t fi: plan \. hich. if viu-
orouslj and broadly executed, will luis-
ich the tiny of e<|Ult}\blo taxation in
\ irginia. f<.. ,i lUlll,
cult ..I a v. :iciit It .
fate problem that must |. worked (<ut
gratlua 11> in ;; solution ii i> im-

.el. ingperative that : 11 the fm.
.lief ib.. 11 tin to foi U: ! i,. ,,,

.Hands upon" clear, deimite and joai ti.
<al temedie*

woman's ( i.en w ii.i. nr.i.i\
The JSiclimoiid Wot .It I'l.th is t'.

be congratulated on its do s on tw e

ij s powerful moial 11111 \l«- t-t foi ih<
betterment of the commuiiity in nm
ei etc form, this new movemeut will
take the shape of-a committee :.< be
appointed by tlie president to "co¬
operate with any big movements it,
the city and State." This eonv.nittue
will be the instrument througn which
ihe club can have a share in helping
social, moral and Intellectual condi¬
tions in Richmond. The members will
i tand ready to do pcraonal and active

\wrk for the public welfare and tin
uplift of tho community.

In this wlso and enlightened desire
to participate In tho real life of tlio
city, the Richmond Woman's Club la
sharing tlio Impetus to vital service
that ban made w many similar clubs
devote themselves to practical prob¬
lems as well as to tho gentler forms of
culture. It Is a Hue manifestation of
the ancient hunger of mothers and
wives to make tho world a sweeter and
liner place to live In. Tt Is a feign of
that real woman's movement which is
one of the supremely encouraging
things in our time.
The Richmond Woman's Club has

fulfilled and still fulfills an admirable
purpose in cultivating the arts and lit¬
erature. and extending the benefits of
study and culture nntoucr the members.
To help women supplement their edu¬
cation by lectures, study classes, rcclt-
als and pleasant gatherings is a very
fine form of university extension. This
spreads flu* love of truth and beauty
through mayy lives. Certainly, this is
the chief aim of the club and a duty
that calls for performance.

Hut no one can fail to realize how
great u power for good will be ex-
cried l>y an organisation comprising
some ;t00 of flic best and strongest
women in Itichmond. The city needs
this force, and the women need the
knowledge and inspiration that will
come from sharing in big movements.
Their culture will mean more when
touched by world emotions. The Times-
Dispatoh is very glad to learn of fliis
new force added to the slowly grow-
ing, yet ultimately irresistible, po.wers
that are working for a better Rich-
moml. |
'fin: .n \KKT To i iii: .it \K
"We can hardly imagine a more

'nervy' action than the effort of a num¬
ber of tho members of tho Richmond
i'ity Democratic Wxecutive Committee
to vole themselves, out of the commit-
tee. treasury, the necessary funds for
a junketing trip to the inauguration
on March 4," avows the Fredericks-
burg Star. "For pure and unadultcr-
ated effrontery, commend us to these
patriotic Democrats. ' »f course, tl.e !
Democratic candidates who put up
their entrance fees in Richmond, in
much larger amounts than were neccs-
sary for actual expense, and the peo-
pic generally who placed money in the
hands of the committee, would doubt-
less be delighted to feel that they were
hosts to the committee during the in-
auguratiou festivities." Moreover, the
Fredericksburg critic declares that it
would doubtless "rejoice" one of those
candidates who put tip his money with
the committee and then went down to
ilcfcat to stroll into the luxurious ho-
tels of the capital and find one of
these committeemen enjoying himself.
"It would surely do his heart good.
after spending ~>rt cents for a modest
meal, to watch his dollars go down
the throats of the junketers in the
shape of creamed mushrooms, mallard
duck and white seal."

Ret tho Democrats of Richmond con¬
soler the. comment of the same news¬
paper upon what certain Democratic,
functionaries here are thinking of do-
ing:

.All of which is very well, but un-
fortunately for the committeemen, who jarc cither too poor or too penurious
to pay their own expenses, there is a
certain public sentiment which ex-
presses itself very emphatically when
these kind of things are attempted, jand which, with the aid of a number'
of tho committee itself, will effectu-
ally, we believe, put a damper ini this
nice little plan to spend the money
¦ if the Democratic party on themselves.
The fund is a trust fund, of which
the committeemen are trustees. Theyhold it for the benefit of the "eesfqui
trust," which is tho party, and theyhave no more moral or legal right to
spend that money on themselves than
any other trustee has to spend the
money held bv him as such.
As asked by one of the committee¬

men. what good will the Democratic
party derive from this proposed
junket?
The Democrats of Richmond should

know how to prevent this scandal.
If the sixteen members of the City

Democratic Committee are jus' hound
to qo. ami yet ate determined not to
pay their own expenses, why cannot
their followers get up a tag day for
their benefit or give an oyster supper,
the proceeds of which would lie de¬
voted to a free trip for the would-be
junketers'.' Why should the money of
the Democratic parly be used for such
a purpose .' Why should the Democrats
buv tickets to Washington, when in
such cases the hat is usually passed
around to everybody'.'
iixmvim; itr.roiiM \\i> tiik mm:-

< I \ I, SHSSION.
Two distinct forms of opinion are

becoming evident relative to the pro
gram to be followed in the approach¬
ing special session of Congress. The
more conservative Democratic member.,
of the House and Senate believe that
tlo work of the special session should
l>e absolutely confined to a reduction
ii ih< tariff. No otli r important <|Ues-

t...11 -. .ii tie r opinion, should he
lining lit forward »>n the other hand,
the more ptogresslve .Senators and
!{. preventatives :i l strong in tile be¬
lief that other pressing matt' rs should
be i'iiisidered at the special ; esslon.
Ainmiu the subjects most frequently
mention'';! by t'a group of "'oiigrcss-
mi'tt a ! quiring Immediate legislative
action are banking and currency re
I'o -n. agricultural credit facilities, tin
Philippines, antitrust legislation and
physical valuation of railroads.

In this connect! in, ,t is I coining
more and more appar ent that our bank¬
ing laws rank ond to tailff lcgis-
latiull i!l til'* 11' ed for li 111'd ,i t .1 tlon
If political con*ld i-iiinii. ai< limi-
nat'd banking reform would even take
prci edciii'e of tai in revision. An cdu-
11tor.al movement which lias )>. <;>

country-wide i« Just coming to ,i head,
an-l public attention is no.v ;'o. u. r-d
upon the necessity foi hanking re-
for:n> The \ldrich proposal U d-.ol
. d practically forgotten. T i;l,4>
subcommittee has tnet with the co-
upe'.itnc and suppii>^ of Ihi i. men
and bankers, ami any It reflation which
it may recommend will i!tidniMidly
meet with a favorable reecpi^or. and
will result In crystallizing \i .Idle
opinion upon the bed methods >lf, re¬
form obtainable under present peWl-

cal conditions. Rocent events in busi¬
ness and banking have also luipresae*
financiers, merchants and manufactur¬
ers with tho danger which Is lnvolvei
In a further delay. A number oflmnk-
ers havo stated within tho past few
inon tli a that they were placed under
almost as great a strain by the crop
movement and trade revival of the
present year as they experienced In
the panic or i<h>7. .Merchants and manu¬
facturers also realize that their un¬

dertaking havo been injuriously af¬
fected by their inability to secure
credit because of our defective and
antiquated laws. If the present ex¬

pansion of. trade and Industry con¬
tinues and the agricultural output is
as largo this year as last, no one can
foretell what may happen, our pros¬
perity may )><. our destruction.
Considerations of political expedi¬

ency are not primarily the grounds
upon which to urge the necessity for
legislation upon linancial or other mat¬
ters. but it is undoubtedly true that
no greater political disaster could be¬
fall the incoming administration than
a financial breakdown or a panic l*\»r
this practical political reason, there¬
fore. the Democratic leaders should
take precautions to prcvut the possi¬
bility or any such catastrophe op-
curing because or our antiquated
mnking system. Moreover, from the
standpoint or legislative procedure,
bunking legislation would not inter¬
fere with i lie consideration or the
tiirlrr. A bin could be considered by
Hie House while the Senate was dis¬
cussing the now tariff legislation, and.
likewise, the Senate could take action
upon this important matter while
awaiting tMo tariff legislation which
'.v constitutional provision, must have
It" origin in the popular branch or
Congress. There i.s every reason for
«"<! none against, the enactment of
remedial banking legislation bv the
forthcoming special session.
A VESA It <>!.' II MtlTIMK^fSAST,:,,
Not since the business of insuring

ships against loss or damage began
almost two end one-haTT centuries «so
have the payments of Lloyd's and t7,e
marine insurance companies in settle-
ment of claims been so heavy as thev
were jn in!'.'.
Thore w;,s ;l ">l 6,031 casualties

«'. vessels or tons gross and up¬
wards.

'I'I'e estimated money loss occasioned
by ih- more important of the disasters
was $i'3.422,5.)0.
insurance rates Vim :ks .i.i\c oeen increased

greatly as a consequence of these facts.
although the increase do. s not mean
that travelers accept additional i'sks
Wh«Ml they go to sen.

1'lfe is safer on the Atlantic in Orj
than is ever was before, it is declared.

Hi.. Titanic disaster Impelled stonier
designers to provide better bulkheads
caused owners or ocean liners to sup¬
ply m-.re sma'l boats and brought about
".e laws requiring good wireless ap¬
paratus with two wireless operators.

'. II 10 KRAI. COST OK HAD ROADS.
Farmers throughout Virginia it. a

general way are learning .he loss that
roai,a the gain that good

roads produce, yet It is probable that
>" comparatively few eases has the
actual loss the farmer sustains through
bad roads been reduced to cold figures
Arguments backed by generalities alone
lose much of their fore fulness and <=o
it Is helpful to have at hand flgur,-
which show just what it cost the ran,,,
'.rs «,r one locality !,, one year be-
eaus" tiie roads from them t.i market
were in poor condition.

'I he locality referretl to is U,. trade!
district of Minneapolis, while the fig.
nr. s are based on a farmers' census,
as is stated in a report issued lately!
b\ the highways' committee of the <'i\lc
«nd Commerce Association of Minne¬
apolis. The figures used were supplied
.y the farmers themselves. Account
:S "r the loss of ii,.e due t,.
"t'-a trips made necessary by smaller
loads and of slower progress, the total
being $J9«.)00 for 1!M1. The loss be
eaus, of inability to reach the market
when prices were most favorable and
because of Injury to teams and wagons
I* Put hi *221.000. which is said to be
far understated.- There wer. oth-r

losses, the whole u «^ *t»0«S,G0o
' '«. ' rade district of Minneapolis is 750

squam miles. From ti,e figures fur¬
nished by tl,e farmers It is estimated
that 'ach lost $i;.o in 7 r»i j b#cause of
had roads, or for each acre farmed

1 !*-' '"'r ,'"t his invest
IIHMIt.

XV,! «t the farmers of ,hn, ,n»t. let
>« l!'l 1 through bad roads would

N' ho,,uh, tho corn produced in
lh" ''i-tri. t. or all the wheat, or the
-at erop twice over." Moreover ' it
would repi;,.. t he farm implements'
"W»ed in the district eve, > three years
"" ovo'-v four vea * and th,'

domestic animals combined eve, v

months.-'
N'hat is true of t7i.it district is rela¬

tively true ..r evere ce.oi\¦i> section cursed
W'lth bad roads

Soon they'll no longer ciilThlm Wood-
row Wilson, but l>ocs-row Wilson.

" is f gooil thing the earth isn't
a ,"ul,t%- w,"« «'KlU corners to be dis-

< J CM?.

Nowhere" b, there dust liko rtioh-
a,Ml nowhere » there more

,.U u on his way up
" iisylvania Avenue, will have to

seventy bar... and ho will do it
without regret. hut there have been
' residents who have had an almost
irresistible longing drop out for!
just one.

The 'Columbus Enqulre^Sui, thinks
OM 5o0° month r.f retirement

Nay General Sickles ought to be "able
o make tongue and buckle meet." but
.he Columbia a,ate wisely declares
,

' s "r>l much tongue and
buckle he needs to make meet as wife
and hofieekeeper."

On the Spur of the
Moment

By Roy K. Moulton
Wcdillug nt lllckoj vlllc.

(Kcom, tho Hickcyvllle Clarion.)I'ollto society turned out en masselast Thursday evening nt tlio ltoino ofDoacon Stubbs to attend tho marriagoof his daughter. Mrs. AnastaslaStubbs Perkins t'eabody l'ringlo l'et-tibonc, to Mr. ICzra Hand, our popularvillage constable, also notary publicj with seal, lawn mowers sharpenod,| signs painted, real estate and convoy-aucing and calling cards wrote with1 neatness and dispatch. The bride wasgiven away by her father, who was
not very nervous as lie had given her
away four times before, but she cameback every time. Mendel & Sons wed¬ding march was played by Miss I'ans^Tibbitts, who presided at the piano,and tlio fatal words were spoke byItev. Hanks, of the Hardshell Church.The Itev. made the service very short
as the fee was only a bill. Thebride wore the family jewels and enr-
ried a bouquet of Bride's roses anddidn't catch cold.
Tho presents was numerous and

costly, consisting of rorty-scvcn little*
gold mantel clocks and 170 glaswpickle boats. Kittle T^ulle Bibbins{acted as ring bearer and the entireLadles' Aid acted as tale-bearers.
The happy couple left the house forthe railrud depot amid a shower ofj rice and old shoes, during which thebride received an abrasion behind theleft ear and the groom was strucklive times on the nose. Mrs. Hand is

one of our most sucecssful mid-win-
ter brides and her husband is one of
our astute business men. Both werewished many happy returns of theday. Kxtensive refreshments consist¬ing of red and pink peppermint wa¬fers were served. Ye editor and wife
were not among those invited. Afterthe honeymoon the couple will prob¬ably reside with the bride's father ifj they reside at all.

Personal.
Amateur.The only sure way ofgetting an article ncccpted by amagazine is tu buy the majority ofstock in tiie magazine and appointan editor who is a personal friend.Then if your story isn't any good, itwill probably i>e printed. If it is agood one, it will bo returned witht ha n ks.
laitie- The handsomest man in theUnited States is Sam Kisor. the ver¬sifier for tho Chicago Jtecord-Herald,but lie is married, and is so respect-aide that he lives in Kvanston.Hank.It might help you some ifyou would keep regular habits. Tryand uet to bed by 4 o'clock everymorning. That's our system.Students.We don't Know who Sav-onaralo was. He never played tlievaudeville circuit which reached thiscity, so far as wo know. Maybe hewas on tlio Orphcum or the KeithI'roetor lime.

According to I'nele Miner.It doesn't make a particle of dif-fcrence how much money a feller liasgot as long as lie lias plenty of it.A man doesn't have to live to be morethan 150 years old to llnd that out.I never see a slide trombone playerwho didn't look as though ho was jlaboring under a secret sorrow, andthis is also true of the people wholisten to him. 1Una other thing that nobody ever isaw was a bashful life insuranceagent.
A hook agent will take almost any¬thing lull his departure.
Airships and politics are the two |best tilings to stay out of that it hasever I>ooi> my pleasure to meet.Hod I'eters lias been rather unfor¬tunate regarding his sons. One ofthorn contributed Jokes to the comicmagazines and- tho other one Is al¬ways writing home for mon«f.\ too.They arc inventing a machine to jphotograph thoughts, but it is doubt-I'ui if they can ever devise one speedyenough to take down .Mr. LaKollotte'sthoughts concerning T. 11.
Miss I.utie Bibbins made some pan¬cakes by a eooKing school recipe theother day and her old man has used'cm to nail over some ratlioles downto his feed mill.
People around those parts tiro car¬rying their butter and o.cgs down townevery night before the bank closesand putting them in the safety de¬posit vault.
Uncle lCzra llarkins says everythingis going to l>o a whole lot dearer thanit is. but Klmer Jones says Undo Kzrais a liar, bekus Miss Amy i'ringle,the village milliner, couldn't be dearer jthan she is now < Mi, pi flic.

Voice of the People
Itecnleit rim I It it 11 ny s anil Knlri oil

(.round l.linCMtuue.To tiie Kdit'ir of The Times-Dispatch::Sir, -On September 1. 1911, the re¬
presentatives of tiie railways of Vir¬
ginia. of 'he Virginia State Warmers'
institute, eci'tain State otlicials and jlime burners met in ltichmond in re-
spouse to the invitation of Governor j.Mann to consider tiie transportation
rates on ground limestone, and to se-
eur - a reduction thereon. GovernorMann presld- d at the conference.The rates then in \>rce were pro-'hihitive, worked a hardship on the;farmer, and were made in the interest
of the iimoburiiers of the Stat*, it was!urged on behalf of the farmers that a:
rate of one-half a cent a ton permile for carload lots in bulk, with',certain minimum charges prescribed, I
should be made applicable to intra-1State shipments of ground limestone
In Virginia. This rate obtains inJlllno's, where ground limestone is
being sold it no cents a ton in bulk
and carload lots.

Aftei much discussion it was agreed j

Abe Martin

One good tiling about th' high cooto* llvln'.ther halnt as many folksdroppln' dead after a hearty meal.When the pustman rings th' boll thosedays you don't know whether you'regoln' t' git a tiic.o long' letter from an'old friend er a sack full o' parsnipsfrom h relative.

ALL WE CAN SEE
IS W. J. B.

By John T. McCutcheon.
[Oopyrlftvt: 1W8: By Jotm T. UcCotcbeon.]

l,,CPtll,e that a rate approxl-,
bv the \v1 ,,,inoiSi Promulgated

r

t! o ^archouao and Corporation
um.n.ssion of that Stat.-, should be'

l3.sued for \ irginla.
Th. Norfolk anil Wesii rn. Chesa-

Peak and Ohio. Virginian. JMchmond,
<11.,.

1 u, ff a"<l Potomac. Carolina,!
a ri nn ,?n °hi°' aml
Jii.l old Donionlon w'th reasonable
promptness Uvod up t() ,h a
'¦>cnt. but the other roads. with a
unanimity which would have done!
credit to old-day "gentlcnun agree- j
ments" as then known In rail¬
road circles, promptly broke or de¬
nied their obligations ami refused to
satisfactorily reduce the rate.

I hav before mo a pamphlet issued
by iho Southern Hallway and Its sub-
ordinate lln.-s entitled 'The i*8t. Uf

° for s'"! Improvement." to which
* appended the signature of President

J* I nley.
Nor. proof required that lime Is

necessary as a soil Improver In Vir¬
ginia this pamphlet would be. at least
to the railroads, conclusive. Kxeerpf
from reports of experiment stations of
Mrglnla. Maryland. North Carolina
South Carolina. Georgia. Florida. Ken¬
tucky. 1 enncssec. Pennsylvania, 'llhode
Island, Ohio. Indiana and Illinois ex¬
ploit over seven pages the great benc-
Km. I"0 l° lhe fa,nitr 1,1 the re-|habituation of his soil. The relative

merits ot burned lime and ground lime¬
stone are judged with an impartiality-
ciuite natural to a carrier that is as-

°,f, ri.C" fr°lg1'-1 lat«!S »" "latter
whUh kind of lime is used and we!
must content ourselves with an answer
to that question by Us enthusiastic
author Quito worthy of the Delphic
oracle, that the weight of opinion i
seems to be largely in favor of Its
use in the form In which It may i
gotten cheaply 'n any locality."

Th.- eh- a pest form in which lime is
to be had is that of ground limestone,
and the most Important factor In se¬
curing cheap lime for our farmers is
cheap transportation therefor.
Upon this vltai factor In the prob¬

lem of cheap lime the pamphlet is
silent; Mr. Kinley, the orator and
would.I>« philanthropist, finds in his
alter-ego. Mr. Kinley the railroad
president. ;i:i insuperable obstacle to
the i< lief uf the necessities of the Vir¬
ginia farmer.

' H is finite likely that the railroads
will point to their heavy expenses and
their fixed charges as a reason why
ground limestone cannot be moved by
them at a profit at the Illinois rate
Few laymen understand the theory of
freight rates. According to a leading
authority "briefly the theory is that
railway chatges are fundamentally
like taxes. All experience shows that
railway rates are based, not on the
cost of furnishing the service, but on
what the purchasers can afford to pay."
"The problem therefore is at the bot¬
tom one of ethics involving those con-
sideratloiis of public policy and of!
right and wrong, which recur in the
discussions of proportional or progres- j
si\e taxation. The need of considering
the means ;vml the purchasing power!
of the passergers and shippers fores!
Itself on every railway manager, and
It supplies a striking illustration of
the indestructible link between ethics
and economies."

So many factors enter Into the abili-
ty of Southern railways to earn divi-
dends upon their usually heavily
watered stock or over-bonded svsteins
that they are not likely to be affected by
true economic or ethical considerations
I hey lose sight of thr. future In the
financial exigencies of the present.

I he theory that the rates should be!
governed "b ywhat the traffic will
bear. has been invoked to n point in
the case ol ground limestone, where!
the tralllc fiIh to move at all. The
differences in the rates charged by
railroads ioi- the transportation of coal
of ores or of silk, are not based upon'
!r® ,elatlvo rost of the transportation
of these articles to thr. general ex¬
pense and maintenance of the road, or
the rlsl, of transportation, but are
based upon the fact lhat t,)0 ch
goods win 0.iy move at a low rate,
w i e t ie higher class goods can
bear the burden of a higher
rate and still contribute to trafllc
The Southern Hallway occupies a'

strategic position in the distribution

T "l" Va,,"y of v"8inia, and
might to local points where there is
no competition create a monopoly, or
arbitrary ruling, as in the case of the
«! L ° r>anv,,,c- »»ut for the Inftrpo-

under the constitution of the
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regulating effect of our State Corpora¬tion Commission.
The agricultural resources of Vir¬

ginia, ami those of her Southern lis¬
ters. are magnificent. but latent and
undeveloped. Transportation compa¬nies should rentier these rcnuurces
available. Men who have a vision, ami
not mere date makers ami dividend
gathers. should head them. The t n
creasing prosperity of a country through
the development of i t r: agricultural
resources means to the railways in¬
creased traflic ai^[ earning*. This ex¬
ecutive vision requires more than thai
of a mere operator; it requires an
empire builder, such an abounds in the
West, but from the lack of which the
South has sa<ily suffered
The true policy <>f a railway i.« to

mov the freight, provided this may be
done without Iosp, and In calculating
the profit the question of the develop¬
ment of tin- country through which
it passes, mi I the incidental benefit to
the railway should enter ah a potent
factor in establishing "what the
traffic will bear."
Transportation companies hold ami

exercise franchises received from the
State, and the day when tin- duties
t<> llif State Incident to the franchises
could be neglected, and the people d<
tied, has passed with the advance of
progressive statesmanship.
The Virginia State Farmers' insti¬

tute in all fairness offers thanks and
congratulation* to tbos roads who.
In this crisis, have kept faith, for their
patriotic conception of their duty to
the State and to the people.
The farmers of Virginia are deter¬

mined upon cheap limestone, and in
order to secure cheap limestone they
must have reasonable rates charged
for its transportation. They know
their need.-? :«nd their rights, and good
sens.? and good policy alike require
that their need' should vclKvcd, and
their rights should be respected and
enforced.

\VEST.MOaUI,A.VD 1 >\VIS.
President Virginia

State Farmers' Institute.

i;<|tinl ICIkIiIs on tlir I'ulilie IliKlmny.
T«j tiie Keillor of The Times-Dispatch :
Sir.. I would call the attention of

our next legislature to two proposedsolutions of the automobile problem as
it seriously affects country people. Uiic
is to require automobilists to construct"
and maintain their own high ways, 'mi
the condition that any proposed sep¬
arate line be located a safe distance
from those now constructed and main¬
tained by the general public. 1 doubt
not that some would cede gratuitouslythe requisite land belts, and that mairv.
lor reasonable charges, would surren¬
der to auto organizations the rig.it of
way through their premiif -. *.*ndt-
tioned, of course, that such highwaysbe so located as to safeguard them¬
selves an.'l families in the use of the
roads now practically usurped bythoughtless auto drivers.
Another arrangement which an en¬

actment should confer on our countyauthorities to make and enforce is that
the use of our public roads by the
rubber wheelers l>e restricted to cer¬
tain tlays. It would ho a most liberal
demand that the drivers of the ma¬
chines be forbidden the use of our
highways on Wednesdays and Sundays,in order that our old people, cripples,
women and children without escorts,
etc.. may go to the post-ofllcc, to tiie
store, to church ami Sunday school,visit the sick, etc., without the pres¬ent danger to neck and limb.
The plea that country horses will

gradually become so used to the autos
as to eliminate the danger from frightis not sustained, in this county by ttyetests of several years, and what we
now demand, and must have, is equalrights 011 those public highways which
wo have constructed, ami which we
maintain by an annual tax.

W. C. JONES.
Fork Union.

VIEWS OF THE
VIRGINIA EDITORS

Mnny 'I'hnnkn.
Richmond has in.ado wondrous pro¬

gress within the last fow years, but
its leading newspaper, 'Die Tltncs-Dls-
patrh, Iiiih kept well in the lead of
tin promi'KHivf movement. It has eject¬
ed what Is perhaps tiie largest and
best equipped newspaper skyscraper in
the South and has equipped it with a
complete outfit of new machinery. It.
now annoiinoes that it will soon add
new feature* to lis already extensive
news servico and will endeavor to be¬
come the equal «>f any dally newspaperin Southern territory. The Times-Dis¬
patch l.v essentially a part of Rlch-
mond and is a vital factor in the mar¬
velous development of that growingcity.. Newport News Times-llcrald.

The Primary.
Tn some quarters an effort is being

made !¦> have the 1'enioeratic parly of
Virginia throw open its primaries in
local and Stati- matters to any and all
members of other parties who may
agree t'» support In tiie ensuing elec¬
tion candidates whom the primary mar
endorse.

This plan Is irg-vj specially in be¬
half of citi/.ens who wish to Indorse
the Iteptiblican. Progressive or some
other ticket nationally but arc anxious
and willing to stand by Democracy In
.State, city and county contests.
When an individual, useful and nc-

tiv« in his community, felt that for
the good of his country he ought to
I'ns! hi* ballot for Taft or Roosevelt,
ii looks hard that he should be ex
. rlud'd front a Democratic primary,
e.xper J illy when that primary Is equiv¬
alent to election.

it should be borne in mind, however,
that a primary can not make wxcep-
tions, If the bars ar.. thrown down
fnr one man who voted for Taft or
Iloosevelt, tlu y must be thrown down
for others, and that means a Demo¬
cratic primary would be Demoeratlo
in name onl\
Touching the point as to who shall

have the right to participate In th*
primary, the revised plan of the sub¬
committee is as folhws:

j. "All white persons qualified to vote
at the election for which the primary
is h'-M may \ote at the primary, pro¬
vided. however, Unit no persons shall
be permitted to vote unless at the las!
general election he voted for the
presidential electors of the Democratic
party, or for the nominee of the House
of Representatives of tiie party, or th^
nominee for Governor, or the nominee
for House of Delegates, provide^ fur¬
ther. that if he did not vote at such
general election, then upon his decla¬
ration that he will support at tha en-
suing election the nominee of th »

party, he shall he allowed to vote."
In other words, .If an individual

voted for Taft, Roosevelt. Debs or any
candidate other than Woodrow Wil¬
son, he would not have the right to
take part in a Democratic primary.
If he ivid not vote at all at the presi¬
dential election and agrees to support
tiie nominee of a primary, he can par¬
ticipate In the primary and help In
the naming of Democratic candidates.
Each party properly has the right to

throw safeguards around its methods
of selecting candidates, and these
methods would bo rendered absurd
were tiie party's councils thrown open
to persons of all manner of political
persuasion. However, great a hard¬
ship primary restrictions may setfij In
soiny cases, they arc absolutely es¬
sential to the welfare and perpetuity
of a party's principles an dactlvltlejs..Roanoke World.

National State and City Bank Talks
Where Savings Are Safe
Other investments may Uncinate in vanle, the principalbeing- worth more or le.-;s according to market conditions,"but a savings account with this strong bank is alwaysworth its full face value piaccrued interest.
We invite deposits of one dollar or more, on which in- r

terest is allowed at the rate of 3 per cent per annum.

1111 East Main Street Richmond, Virginia


